
SOCIOLOGY TASTER 
LESSON
Woo hoo exciting



Obvious thing to say first:
You haven’t done Sociology before.

So obvious question to ask first:

What is Sociology?





So… you all live in a society.

■ Sociology studies how and why we live the way we do.

■ In the A Level, this looks at four topic areas…

■ Family

■ Education

■ The impact of Religion

■ Crime and Deviance



So, let’s start off on some of the kind of 
things you’ll be studying. True or False:

1. Evidence seems to now suggest that the amount of 

chores that men do at home, is now equal to the 

chores that women do at home.



2. You are likely to receive a worse punishment from 

courts if you have few qualifications, than those people 

who have more qualifications – for the same crime



3. In the UK, crime is getting worse, and more 
frequent.



4. Evidence suggests that boys perform better in mixed 
schools rather than boys - only schools; but girls 
perform worse in mixed schools than girls - only 
schools



5. At the moment, the number of babies being born in 
the UK each year is lower than the number of people 
who die each year.

Why is this a problem for our society?



6. Despite less poverty, better education, and more 

human rights – being a child in the 21st century has 

never been worse



7. The numbers of people who attend traditional 

religions in the UK is going down, but the number of 

people who are members of sects / cults in the UK is 

going up



8. The way to get people out of poverty is to reduce 

people’s benefits, to encourage them to have to find 

work – not to increase their benefits



9. There have been 54 British Prime Ministers. Of 

these, only 9 have been to schools that were free to 

attend, and had no fee.



10. Sociologists in their research often have to ‘spy’ on 

groups of people, in order to get accurate findings. 



Sociology is interested in all these 
areas.

But it also looks at how society may be 
organised and structured.



The film is based around the idea of a 
society which is clearly ‘split’ and organised 
into 6 different groups.



But is our own society also split into 
different groups?

This is the kind of thing sociologists like this 
dude have had theories about...



Sofa, settee, couch



Dinner, tea, supper



Pudding, dessert



Living room, front / back room, lounge



Beer, drink, pint



Toilet, lav, loo



Gararge, garidge



Bath, barth



200+ books at home, less than 200 
books at home, no books at home



Sainsburys, Tesco, Asda



Marx’s idea:

CLASS

Our society IS split, just like 
in Divergent



In the UK:

1 - Upper

2 - Middle

3 - Lower (or working)

4 - And nowadays, you have the underclass

Who has all the advantages in our society?

Who causes the most problems in society?



What do you think Marx wanted the 
lower classes to do?



But he wanted revolution to make society 
fairer for ordinary people. He didn’t want 
revolution just for criminal purposes.

What do we call an event where members of society 

lose their values, sense of law?








