
OCR Human Geography Topic: Changing Places, 
Making Spaces

What geographical processes 

create and shape places?

How is your life connected to 

different places?

How is your life

influenced by different 

places?

What is the human and physical 

geography of places?

What is ‘place’?

You are to work through the series of tasks and use all you 
have learnt to write extended pieces to the questions at the 
end.



The world beyond my window ... 
Lesson goal: Give a definition of place. 

Independent research links: 
Coventry winning City of Culture 2021: 

https://www.coventrytelegraph.net/news/coventr
y-news/how-uk-city-culture-2021-16906203
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/entertainment-arts-
42272675
Living in Oxford: https://www.uswitch.com/place-
to-live/coventry/

Video links: 

For thinking about emotional attachment to place 
(Tom Grennan – This is the place): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZKBqJdjHEUs
What is a place?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fk5MmGlrg7
A

Where is your favourite place in the world and why? 

Use the links above to create a small bubble map to describe a place, in this case Coventry: 

Lots of people study Geography because they are interested in places but what does place actually 
mean?
The definition of place has 3 parts: 
1. Location (where it is) e.g. Grid reference, longitude and latitude 
2. Locale (a place where something happens) e.g. Home, Park, School, It is like a place in a location
3. Sense of place (emotional attachment to a place) e.g.  Emotions attached to it. Can be positive or 

negative.

Imagine you had to describe our school. How would you describe its location, locale and sense of 
place? 

Think back to your favourite place. Now describe it using location, locale and a sense of place. 

Coventry

Mrs Woods example My answer

Location Coventry

Locale My classroom, Finham Park School

Sense of place Happy, Sense of achievement, Lucky, 
Chaotic 

https://www.coventrytelegraph.net/news/coventry-news/how-uk-city-culture-2021-16906203
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/entertainment-arts-42272675
https://www.uswitch.com/place-to-live/coventry/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZKBqJdjHEUs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fk5MmGlrg7A


The world beyond my window ... 
Lesson goal: Identify near and far places and use
media and experience to connect to places. 

Independent research links: 
Image of Suriname: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paramaribo#/media
/File:Waterkant_seen_from_Suriname_river.JPG
Google Earth: 
https://earth.google.com/web/@5.8483248,-
55.17784675,8.46345757a,37001.62500126d,35y,
0h,0t,0r/data=ChAaDgoIL20vMGZyX3YYAiAB

Video links: 
New York by Alicia Keys: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BT4RlDl7z3w
HSBC advert: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E2gnYbBvPaY

In Geography we have near and far places. 
Near places: These could be Geographically close or somewhere you know well. 
Far places: These could be Geographically far away or somewhere you don’t know very well.
Our ‘nearest’ place is often our home, but this can be more complicated than you think, watch the HSBC 
advert to find out more (see video links!)  

Think about places that are near and far to you. Remember these can please places that 
are near/far in distance or places you know/don’t know well. I have done an example for you. 

We connect with places through the media and through experience. 
Experience: These are places we have visited or lived in  and experienced ourselves. With
the internet this could be through Google Earth. 
Media: These are places we may have seen on the TV, in films, books, songs, art etc. A good 
example  is the song ‘New York’ by Alicia Keys (see video links), as you watch/listen think 
about what you can learn about the city from the song!

Near Far 

Coventry (where I work), Suriname (a country in South America I don’t 
know much about), 

Media: What can you learn about Paramaribo (the 
capital of Suriname) from the image? (See 

independent reading links) 

Experience: What can you learn about 
Paramaribo (the capital of Suriname) from 

visiting it on Google Earth? (See independent 
reading links)

Remember, we all experience places in different ways. I might really like a place and you might not!

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paramaribo#/media/File:Waterkant_seen_from_Suriname_river.JPG
https://earth.google.com/web/@5.8483248,-55.17784675,8.46345757a,37001.62500126d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=ChAaDgoIL20vMGZyX3YYAiAB
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BT4RlDl7z3w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E2gnYbBvPaY


The world beyond my window ... 
Lesson goal: Use an OS map extract/digimaps to 
connect with places.

Independent research links: 
Moving to Brightonr: 

https://www.zoopla.co.uk/discover/buying-area-
guides/brighton-buying-guide/ (Property sites 
provide excellent information on places and are 
great sources of secondary data for future 
Geography fieldwork!)
Digimaps for schools: 
https://digimapforschools.edina.ac.uk

Video links: 
Visit Brighton: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l4oCxHgzd3I

I have chosen a near place. It is near where I grew up, I went to university there and
where all of my family still live. This is a near place for me but may be a far place fo ryou as you 

don’t know it.
I’m not expecting you to know that much about Brighton, but I would like you to see how much     

you can learn about the place from an OS map by using your OS map skills and labelling what you can 
see!

Once you have finished labelling you can use the independent research and video links to see how 
accurate you were! 

Use Digimaps to explore a place of your choice (or use Brighton if you want to!). Write down   
anything you lean about this place. This could include:
1. Using the distance or area tool 
2. Describing the place using the annotation tool 
3. Using the timeline to study how the place has 

changed over time 

School username: CV36EA

School password: clords9612

Railway station. 
Allows people to 
travel from around 
the country to visit. 

https://www.zoopla.co.uk/discover/buying-area-guides/brighton-buying-guide/
https://digimapforschools.edina.ac.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l4oCxHgzd3I


The world beyond my window ... 
Lesson goal: Define endogenous and exogenous factors. 

Independent research links: 
Character and personality of places: 

https://www.rightmove.co.uk/news/articles/prope
rty-news/rightmove-places-uks-top-10-places-for-
character-personality/

Video links: 
Location,  Location, Location trailer: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gznaNFop0EY

Spot the differences between these two places!

Places are unique – based on our direct experiences or depictions in the media, 
we can describe what makes places unique. This is down to two types of factors: 
Endogenous factors: the internal factors that can shape a place.
Exogenous factors: the external factors that can shape a place. 
It is down to these factors that we choose where to live,  highlighted in TV property shows such as 
Location, Location, Location (see trailer in video links!) – place is really important to our lives!

Consider the following endogenous factors. How might they affect a place? 

Exogenous factors are the relationships a place has with other places, we split this into four categories: 
1. Flows of people
2. Flows of money and investment
3. Flows of resources
4. Flows of ideas

Consider this scenario and create a small bubble map to describe how flows of people might
affect a place: 

Physical Geography Location Infrastructure 

Buildings (Built environment) Population Economic characteristics 

A place is visited by 
many tourists.  

More tourists could 
turn a quiet place 
into a noisy place 

Top tip: This could be both positive ☺ and negative 

https://www.rightmove.co.uk/news/articles/property-news/rightmove-places-uks-top-10-places-for-character-personality/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gznaNFop0EY


The world beyond my window ... 
Lesson goal: Use fieldwork skills at home. 

Independent research links: 
Introduction to fieldwork: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zqk7nbk/r
evision/1

Video links: 
The benefits of fieldwork: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AY6XH6yykbY

Fieldwork can be completed anywhere, including from your home or garden. 
Please follow social distancing measures #geographyathome 

What is fieldwork? Use the independent research and video links to help you! 

When Geographers carry out fieldwork they use both primary and secondary data in their 
investigation: 
• Primary data: Data you have collected yourself e.g. on a fieldtrip
• Secondary data: Data collected from existing sources e.g. books, internet research etc. 
This data can be qualitative (non-numerical) or quantitative (numerical). 

Have a go at investigating your local area by using the sources and techniques in the table below. 

Technique/Source Primary or Secondary? What did you learn? 

Sensory fieldwork
e.g. close your eyes and listen, 
create a sound map to show 
what direction noise is coming 
from. 

Primary 

House prices 
(https://www.zoopla.co.uk/hou
se-prices/)

Environmental quality survey
e.g. rate litter, pollution, green 
space, building condition, 
congestion on a scale from 1-5.  

OS maps 
(https://digimapforschools.edin
a.ac.uk)

Media e.g. local newspapers 
and/or magazines 

Independent research e.g. on 
Google 

Questionnaire e.g. ask the 
people you live with how they 
feel about that place 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zqk7nbk/revision/1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AY6XH6yykbY
https://www.zoopla.co.uk/house-prices/
https://digimapforschools.edina.ac.uk/


The world beyond my window ... 
Lesson goal: Use fieldwork skills at home. 

Now you have a wider understanding of some key terms 
associated with the unit please answer the 2 questions 
below:

1) Explain the differences between places that are 
perceived as being ‘near’ and ‘far’. Use examples to 
support your answers.

2) Evaluate how different factors shape places. Use 
examples to support your answers.


