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A Level Religious Studies : 
Induction Project/Summer Work



• Your task during the summer holidays is three-fold: one is related to Ethics, one to Philosophy and one 
to Hinduism.  

1.Ethics: choose from the following issues: genetic engineering, immigration, animal research, 
homosexuality.

This exercise is to:

• Inform you of contemporary issues.

• Expand your own knowledge of the ethical debate surrounding these issues.

• Define and refine the philosophical and ethical questions raised by these issues.

Task:

Research: read as much as you can find to decide which most interests you.

• Read a quality newspaper (not eg. the Sun), look on the Web.

• Find evidence of contemporary examples.

• Find out what the issues are, from a secular or religious viewpoint.

• Produce a report of 500 words to explain your chosen topic.

Your report must include:

• An outline of the issues raised.

• The different points of view on the subject and justifications for them.

• A reasoned argument of your own, showing the strengths and weaknesses of the positions.

• 2. Hinduism: you need to produce a basic guide to Hindu practice 

• This exercise is to increase your knowledge of basic Hindu practice around worship in the home and 
mandir (temple).

Task:

Research how Hindus worship at home and at the temple through the practice of puja and the arti
ceremony, and produce a leaflet to show this.

You need to include: 

• the main items used in worship and their significance/symbolism (eg. fire, incense, bells, offerings, 
mantras, statues of deities).

• Mandir: find out about a traditional Hindu mandir. What are the main features of a mandir and what 
purpose do they serve? (eg. towers, pool for bathing, inner sanctum where the statues are, priests).



3.Religious Studies : Philosophy

Please complete one line from the task list below. All students must complete the middle 
task:

Suggested book/reading list:

• Warburton, N., Philosophy: the Basics (Routledge, 2012)

• Law, S., The Philosophy Files (Orion, 2002)

• Law, S., The Philosophy Gym (Hodder Headline, 2003)

• Craig, E., Philosophy: A Very Short Introduction (OUP, 2002)

• Woodhead, L., Christianity: A Very Short Introduction (OUP, 2014)

• Blackburn, S., Ethics: A Very Short Introduction (OUP, 2004)

• Darlington, S., Edexcel A Level Religious Studies Student Guide: Christianity (Hodder, 
publishing Oct 2018)

• Thompson, M., Access to Religion and Philosophy: An Introduction to Philosophy and 
Ethics Second Edition (Hodder, 2008)

Using a map of the
world and pictures of 
key philosophers, plot 

the development of 
Philosophy from Plato 

to the modern day.

Ask 10 peers or family 
members their views 
on at least 3 ‘Ultimate 

Questions’ (google ultimate 

questions for ideas) and 
record their answers.

Write a newspaper 
article outlining why 
philosophical study is 

still relevant in the 
modern world.

Create a timeline of the 
history of Philosophy 

from Plato to the 
modern day.

Write a letter to your 
RS teachers, 

explaining your 
decision to take RS A 

Level.

Research an a priori
argument of your choice, 
and outline the sequence 

of the argument and 
explain the strengths of it 

as a logical argument.

Choose any philosopher 
and write an essay 

explaining their 
argument and your 

evaluation of it – what 
are its strengths and 

weaknesses?

Create a podcast 
explaining briefly the 
origins of Philosophy, 

including Plato, 
Aristotle, Aquinas, 

Augustine and 
Descartes.

Create a model that 
explains/represents 

what Philosophy is and 
its merits.


