
A Level English Language and Literature Year 11 into Year 12 Reading List 

Course preparation reading and activites 

1. Join the Google Classroom “A Level Year 11 into Year 12 Transition English Literature / 

English Language & Literature” using the code kikz455. Email t.cryan@finhampark.co.uk if 

you have problems accessing this classroom.  

 

2. Research a city or place in the UK (e.g. Edinburg, Belfast, Liverpool)  

 Find an example of a blog, an advert and a travel brochure for that destination (such as 

an extract from Lonely Planet or a Rough Guide to…). You can access these online and 

save them using the option “Print to pdf” on your computer. Make sure that you save 

these and the hyperlinks to the sources that you have found. 

 Annotate each of your sources for how it uses language. Do you notice anything about 

the style of writing and the type of language that the writers use. Summarise your 

findings in a paragraph answering the question: How is your place presented through 

the text producers (writers’) use of language, structure and graphology? (Graphology is 

the study of the visual aspects of a text so includes things like images, photographs, 

colour etc) 

 

3. Read the article “Schemata” by David Hann (from emag 88). The article is in the Google 

Classroom. Within the article there are a number of questions for you to complete/reflect 

on. Make a note of your response and record them for future use.  

 

4. Preparation of set text: The Lovely Bones, Alice Sebold [Picador 40 th anniversary edition] 

 Read the novel and for each chapter make brief bullet point notes on character and 

plot, written above the first page of each chapter IN THE BOOK ITSELF. 

 Written task [to be handed in, 1 typed side of A4 font 12]: Choose one chapter of 

The Lovely Bones that you feel is the most important in the novel. Answer the 

question: Explore how Sebold uses language and what makes this chapter significant 

in relation to the novel’s themes, characters and relationships. 

 

Challenge: Deepening your understanding of language levels 

1. To gain a better understanding of some of the ideas and concepts underpinning English 

Language and Literature (combined), have a go at the activities on the Open Learn course 

below. You do not need to login – there are links the course in different formats on the right 

of the webpage.  

2. https://www.open.edu/openlearn/history-the-arts/culture/english-language/exploring-the-

english-language/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab 

3. When you have completed the course, add a comment in Google Classroom.  

Background Reading 

 “Words, Words, Words” – David Crystal (2006) 

 “Mother Tongue” – Bill Bryson (1996) 

 “Rediscover Grammar” – David Crystal (2004)  

Course reading (literary texts) 

 “The Lovely Bones” – Alice Seabold 

 “The Great Gatsby” – F.Scott Fitzgerald 

 “Othello” – William Shakespeare 
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